Epidural analgesia for the treatment of multiple ribfractures.
Epidural analgesia can be the choice of therapy for all patients with ribfractures and only minor coexisting injuries who are conscious and able to cooperate. In these cases we believe that EA is equivalent or even better than artificial ventilation with all its problems. Generally these patients are far easier to handle and one needs less nursing staff. The dignity of the patients can be maintained and the convalescent time in the intensive care unit is shorter. The criteria for the treatment and for measuring the progress of the patients with multiple ribfractures are discussed.